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A yard sign for Jane Lumm in the 2nd Ward. (Ryan Stanton | The Ann Arbor News)
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The following letters of the editor were submitted in support of 2015 Ann Arbor City Council 2nd Ward candidate Jane Lumm.

Jane Lumm is a true voice of the people, for a fair and resilient Ann Arbor. Please vote for Jane Lumm.
Meral and Nick Kazan
Ann Arbor

Council Member Jane Lumm clearly deserves reelection by Ward 2 voters. Once more she has wide support from Democrats,
Republicans and independents in the ward as she runs as an independent candidate.

Council members must constantly weigh trade-offs: needs vs. budgets, development vs. the negative impacts of new
construction, downtown vs. the neighborhoods, automobiles vs. alternative transportation modes, and so forth. We need Council
members who approach the many decisions the Council is asked to make with proper attention to the complex trade-offs. This
takes much more work than following simple ideological criteria.
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Jane Lumm has given the City of Ann Arbor this kind of effort and judgment needed on Council to keep our town both viable and
livable. As her constituents we have found that Jane Lumm listens with serious and respectful attention to neighborhood
concerns, works with Council colleagues and the City administration on finding means of dealing with the issues, and becomes a
leader when Council action is required for implementing the needed changes.

Barb and Bernie Banet 
Ann Arbor

With the Mayor's stated and active support of candidates running against incumbents who don't necessarily agree with him, we
need Jane Lumm's independent voice now more than ever. Jane is the only non-Democrat elected to the council in over a decade,
and there is evidence of a group mentality which votes in a block. Ward 2 has many important issues coming up for a vote in the
next months, and it would be reassuring if there were someone from Ward 2 who was an active voice for the people whose lives
might be changed dramatically by Council decisions on the Nixon Road and South Pond projects as well as Reimagine
Washtenaw. Jane approaches her council membership as a sounding board and   as a  representative for her constituents and
comes to their aid when they have problems. She is there on the ground where the problem exists, and works thoughtfully and
tirelessly to help solve the issue. Over and over again, people praise Jane for her hands on approach and her diligence, hard work,
and dedication in getting something done on their behalf. Obviously, my candidate (hands down) is Jane Lumm.

Ann Schriber 
Ann Arbor

Jane Lumm serves the 2nd Ward and the whole city of Ann Arbor with distinction. We support Jane for City Council because Jane
thoroughly investigates issues and considers the concerns of people throughout the city, no matter their ward. Jane's vote
against the 413 E. Huron development is a perfect example. The City Attorney recommended voting for the project because of a
potential threat of a lawsuit. Jane's vote against the project was far more than just a gutsy call. When that vote was taken, she had
by far the best analysis of the complex issues. She had studied the project, talked with the neighbors, and understood what was
at stake for all of Ann Arbor. We trust Jane's judgement because we know it is always based on a careful consideration of the facts
and community input.

Christine Crockett
Ann Arbor

I support Jane Lumm for Ann Arbor City Council because she is a tireless advocate for the residents in her Ward and for every
citizen in Ann Arbor. For example, a developer from another part of the state wants to build a subdivision (South Pond Village) on
land adjacent to my neighborhood. Residents have many safety concerns regarding the development and the impact on our
neighborhood. Jane Lumm has met with our homeowner's association on several occasions, has communicated with us via email
and telephone, and has represented our interests on City Council. Jane is thoughtful and diligent -- every citizen of Ann Arbor
greatly benefits from having her voice heard as a city council member. She is the hardest working person on City Council and I
support Jane Lumm's re-election.

Kim London
Ann Arbor

I would like to encourage the re-election of Jane Lumm who has served all of Ann Arbor including but not limited to the Second
Ward that she represents. I have been a life-long and loyal Democrat and this is only the second time I have not supported the
party candidate.
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Jane is a true independent who carefully and thoughtfully examines and researches each issue and votes on what is in the best
for her constituents and for the City of Ann Arbor.

Judy Cohen
Ann Arbor

I support Jane Lumm for re-election. Recently Jane listened to our concerns about developments along Nixon road and proposed
Nixon road corridor study. We need to have more council members like Jane.

Zhong Li
Ann Arbor

Jane Lumm's long and distinguished service on the Council through several terms in the 1990's and two in this decade should
give voters in the 2nd Ward reason to re-elect her to office, no matter the opposition. She has proven her nettle in her prompt,
effective service to her constituents, in her persistently careful querying on their behalf about matters large and small. At a time
the City faces open staff positions at City Manager, Police Chief, Planning and Building Directors, and Chief of the Community
Services sections, a person with her institutional knowledge, depth of contacts, and untiring willingness to ask important
questions are vital to the Council and City. She was a leader on protection of natural features beginning in the 1990's, a leader
opposing converting parks such as Huron Hills Golf Course to development, a leader against a tall building that should not have
been permitted next to Historic homes, and a leader responding to woes of her constituents with deer gobbling plants in their
natural areas and gardens. She listens to people, asks questions until she gets answers, and follows through. Should a person this
helpful be turned out of office because she supports the staff recommended approach for dealing with deer in Ann Arbor? No.
The well documented facts in the staff report on the matter solidly support her position. She would never agree to MDNR
permitted culls as a way to reduce the deer population promptly and substantially, unless it was the only safe and practical thing
to do to accomplish that goal – just as the report said. She needs your support. Please, go out and vote next Tuesday.

Christopher L. Graham
Ann Arbor

Jane Lumm is the best choice for City Council for Ward 2 residents. Here are the reasons I
support her in her re-election bid:
-Jane understands what representative government is. She seeks out, personally meets with, and listens to her constituents. She
then votes on issues and takes actions based on what her constituents have told her. She is a true representative of the people.
And that is how our representative government is supposed to work.
-Jane does not allow her own opinions or personal experiences in life to sway her vote and actions. She is unbiased and does not
bind herself to political power cliques or voting blocks in City Council.
-Jane works tirelessly to meet with and talk to Ward 2 citizens. She hosts many small group and open gatherings wherein she
seeks the input of the voters. She personally follows up on even small matters that come to residents' attention as being in need
of repair. She gets things done.
-Jane's focus is on solely her constituents and what makes the most sense and common good given the data and Ward 2
discussions.
-Jane's focus is on doing her City Council job well. She does not aspire towards higher job roles nor does she dwell on her past
successes and solid resume of experience. I encourage all Ward 2 voters to vote on November 3rd and to vote for Jane.

Prudence F. Heikkinen
Ann Arbor
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Jane Lumm is not afraid to deal with Ann Arbor's problems—no matter how complex or controversial. She raises questions, she
listens, she tirelessly and intelligently gathers facts and information, and then she proposes and strongly supports the solution
she believes is best for this community. I recently had a chance to observe Jane in action as she raised objections to the
construction of the massive student housing building at 413 East Huron because of its negative impact upon our downtown and
nearby residential and historic neighbors. Jane was a major influence in leading City Council to try to correct earlier mistakes by
unanimously approving recent changes in downtown zoning. We need to keep Jane Lumm on City Council.

Ray Detter
Ann Arbor
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